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gather on Common for monthly meeting. The platform is also used for community dances.

Free Acres folk, who dress as they please,

g 3




~ SEPTEMBER 4, ﬁwl‘f.



Iieusi'dents are pf’;ud of‘ llbrury, gl‘c;cvut.ec.i in old farmhouse. Here

Mrs. Joseph Connors, daughter of late Thorne Smith, novelist,

and Mrs. Betty Schechterman have books checked by Mrs. Hotson.
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The Clay brothers make repairs on their cozy home. Many houses
in the Free Acres colony are the handiwdrk of their owners.
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(Continued from Preceding Page)
tween leaseholders and to maintain
general supervision over all communal
rights, property and affairs of the
colony. They are commissioned to act
according to the will of the majority.

Like any other community, Free
Acres has its share of diversity of
opinion regarding colony affairs. A
recent dispute concerned the practi-
cality of constructing a handball
court. A referendum, the second one
ever required to settle a local issue,
resulted in approval of the project.
Interest waned after the victory and
the colony still lacks a handball court.

The building inspector and members
of the health board perform the time
duties as their _municipal counter-
parts. Buildings must conform to
-¢colony specifications, which are in
keeping with the municipality in
which it lies. A small section of the
settlement is in the Borough of
Watchung, in Somersgt County. As-
sociation rules permit only one build-
ing, not higher than 1 stories, to.a
holding.

BY its own choice the Association
makes all improvements in the colony,
even to the extent of constructing and
ma}'ntaining almost two miles of
macadamized roads. The only public
utilities used by the colony are eiec-
tric and telephone service. Water is
purchased from the Commonwealth
Water Co., but is piped from the
settlement’s limits through mains
owned by the Association. The water
bill is divided evenly among the 86
leaseholders.

Snow removal and garbage disposal
are only two of the. perennial prob-
lems facing leaseholders. The colony
maintains its own hydrant system,
but fire fighting and law enforcement
are left to nearby departments.

The hub. of community life, for
young and old, is the 90 by 80 foot
swimming pool construtted by resi-
dents. Expansion of the pool down
through the years prompted Thorne
Smith to quip: “‘At the rate the pool
is growing, Free Acres is doomed to
become a community of houseboats.”

A quaint farm house, the colony's
oldest structure, serves as a com-
munity center. A meeting room is
located on the first floor and a library,
containing more than 500 volumes, on
the second. In fair weather Free Acre
folk hold their meetings on an open
air platform on a three-acre tract
known as the common. The ringing
of a large bell signals the beginning
of all meetings.

RESIDENTS regretfully note a de-
cline in community spirit as compared
with earlier days when primitive liv-
ing prompted greater co-operation.
They point with pride, however, to the
group activities which still prevail.
There is a weekly folk dancing class
conducted by a college student and
volunteers make the annual repairs to
the tennis courts and baseball field.
Housewives board a chartered bus

one afternoon a week and go on a ..

shopping tour. It has recently Lreaq-
ened into a sneicl “wet-together, too.
Many ZFree Acres children attend the
day camp operated in the colony dur-
ing the Summer. Ninety mail boxes,
clustered at the entrance in the form
of a giant bee hive, often serve ay a
meeting place for the exchange of
verbal tidbits.

As in all communal life, the colony
has its share of social problems. They
range from the more serious to the
one presented by the man who had
arthritis, and on advice of his
physician, absorbed the sun's warm
rays—attired in his underwear. He
had not been strolling long when a
neighbor raised vociferous objections,
Obligingly, he returned to his home
and donned a tie. The silent squelch
worked, and the complaints ceased.

WHEN most of the colony's young
men went off to service, the supply of
life guards dwindled so that women
decided literally to come to the
rescue. KEven grandmothers spryly
took their stations at the pool's edge
and efficiently performed their duties
as  would-be rescuers. On their re-
turn the men got their jobs back for a
brief time, but when they persistently
centered their attentions on female
bathers, the women were recalled—
and even had their wages boosted to
65 cents an hour.

From its original status as a Sum-
mer colony, Free Acres has developed
into a year-around home for two-
thirds of its families. The economic
contradictions which existed in the
colony from its inception became in-
tensified as the area built it.

Belief in the single tax theory, or
any economic, political or religious
conviction.is not a requisite to estab-
lish residence at Free Acres, as any
member of the Delaney, Berger, Van
Straaten or Levendusky family will
tell you. There are few ardent single
taxers left, but leaseholders indorse
enough of the plan to continue living
happily by a skeleton of the original
doctrine.
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